Ophiospartes gigas was also extremely diverse, with 15 different taxa being used as energy sources (DEARBORN et al. 1996) . The diet of the reticulated brittle star, Ophionereis reticulata (Say, 1825) , is presently thought to be based solely on green algae and diatoms (HENDLER et al. 1995) . In this short communication, we present new information about the diet of O. reticulata.
Individuals of O. reticulata were collected in June, 2002 and January, 2003 on the Praia Grande beach (23°49'20"S, 45°25'05"W), located in the São Sebastião Channel on the northern coast of the state of São Paulo, Brazil. The rocky shore is exposed to wave action and is composed of small and medium boulders. This intertidal region extends for approximately 40 m perpendicularly to the water line. The zone of occurrence of O. reticulata is only exposed during low tide. The specimens were manually collected, fixed in 70% ethanol, and later dissected for analysis of stomach contents with the use of a stereoscopic microscope.
A total of 35 stomachs (15 in the summer and 20 in the winter) were examined. The disc diameters of the animals var- The mean number of food items per individual was 1.9 (Tab. I). There was a slightly higher frequency of individuals with some food in their stomachs in the winter (80%) than in the summer (73.3%). The most important identified food items were sediment, green and red algae, and polychaete fragments (Tab. II). The stomachs in the winter contained larger numbers and more diverse items than in the summer. In the summer, the individuals consumed more items of plant origin. The winter diet was more diverse, with the consumption of more animal food items; however, the frequency of sediment and algae remained high. New items were observed for the diet of O. reticulata, showing that this ophiuroid is an omnivorous species. It feeds mainly on algae but being also capable of consuming animal prey such as crustaceans, polychaetes, and even ophiuroids. Similar dietary diversity is consistently observed in other species (PEARSON & GAGE 1984) .
A single cannibalism event was observed during this study. Further, six ophiuroid species were observed in stomachs of O. gigas. Other, similar records exist for Ophiacantha bidentata, Ophiactis abyssicola, Ophiocten gracilis, Ophiura irrorata, and Ophiomusium lymani (PEARSON & GAGE 1984) .
The actual importance of the sediment and the flocculent material present in the stomachs of O. reticulata is yet unknown. Bacteria and organic detrital particles are carbon sources for many benthic invertebrates (WARNER 1982 , DEARBORN et al. 1996 . Therefore, and as stated by DEARBORN et al. (1996) , we cannot discard the possibility that the sediment may act as an energy resource or even have a mechanical function during the digestive process. PEARSON & GAGE (1984) observed a reduction in the number of stomachs with food coinciding with an increase in mean gonad size for O. gracilis. According to that authors, the species must feed during spring to accumulate enough energy in order to reproduce and maintain somatic growth. For O. reticulata, there was a pronounced decrease in the frequency of stomachs with food during summer; moreover, the highest quantity and diversity of items were found in winter. Analysis of the gonadal maturation of the species revealed a low gametogenic activity during the colder months. Although no empirical measures were made, stomachs in this season were visually smaller than those in the reproductive period (summer). Individuals must use other resources with a higher energy content to accumulate reserves for the next reproductive season. Higher temperatures in the summer may favor the elevation of the metabolic and growth rates in some macroalgae. However, the growth of many tropical species is not limited by temperature. Perhaps the seasonal tem- perature variation may indirectly influence other factors, such as inorganic nutrient reposition (STIMSON et al. 1996) or even reduce the growth of algae, especially in winter, leaving a small quantity of resources available and refuges for other organisms, becoming more exposed to predation. STIMSON et al. (1996) also stated that wave action during colder periods may remove the algae from the intertidal region, but this do not seem to be a main factor for the present sampled region, given that it has a well protected area against wave action. Some ophiuroid species prey on small organisms; however, most spend large amounts of time feeding on detritus and any organic material they find (FELL 1966) . The probability that O. reticulata acts as an active predator is low, even though it consumes items such as polychaetes and crustaceans. It is obvious that the sediment may function as an energy source, since it was present in all the analyzed stomachs. However, as mentioned before, the sediment may have some mechanical action during digestion.
In conclusion, O. reticulata can be considered an omnivorous species that constantly consumes food of plant origin. It is not possible to discard the possibility that it is a deposit feeder, because the state of the food prior to its ingestion is unknown. A longer, monthly study of stomach contents is necessary to fully understand the diet of this species.
